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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to mourn the loss of Army
Specialist Dustin Fisher. Dustin, a Van
Buren, Arkansas, native, gave his life
serving his country in Iraq. He was one
of three soldiers killed by terrorists
when a car bomb was detonated near
Dustin’s convoy in Baghdad on May 24.

This is especially hard because not
only has our State and Nation lost a
wonderful young man, but his father,
Waldo, is one of the finest people I
know. Hundreds of people attended
Dustin’s funeral on Monday, a tribute
to the many lives he touched in the
community of Van Buren. He was re-
membered as a ‘‘fun-loving person”
who always held a soft-spot for the
women in his life: his mother, Brenda;
sister, April; and his wife, Alicia, to
whom he was wed only weeks before
being deployed.

Dustin always admired his father,
Waldo, and his brother, Shane, who are
both veterans. Dustin shared his fa-
ther’s love of country by following in
his footsteps and enlisting in the Army
in 2003. Waldo said that Dustin made
him more proud than words could de-
scribe.

Madam Speaker, Specialist Dustin
Fisher, at the age of 22, made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for his country. He is a
true American hero. I ask my col-
leagues to keep Dustin’s family and
friends in their prayers and thoughts
during these very difficult times.

———

RISING COST OF HEALTH CARE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, in
the last few weeks I have had the honor
of addressing Chambers of Commerce
from districts which have included the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIcA) and
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YoUuNG). In both cases, we ended up
having a deep discussion about the ris-
ing cost of health care, about how
health care is becoming increasingly
costly for many American businesses, a
threat to their profitability.

Today’s news is that General Motors
is talking about cutting 25,000 jobs and
closing plants. Here is what GM’s CEO
says in today’s news, ‘A big challenge
for General Motors is to cut its soaring
health care expenses, $5.6 billion this
year for its 1.1 million current and
former workers and their families.
Health care bills add about $1,500 to the
cost of each GM vehicle, a significant
disadvantage versus our foreign-based
competition.”

Madam Speaker, it is time for a uni-
versal, single-payer, not-for-profit
health care system which will enable
businesses to survive and the health
care needs of the American people to be
provided for.
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EXPORTING RICE TO CUBA

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, I rise this
morning to highlight the importance of
free trade and the merits of agricul-
tural trade, particularly rice trade,
with Cuba. An injunction against tour-
ism is one thing, but our sanctions
against Castro’s regime, which have
been in place since 1963, should not pre-
vent our Nation from selling farm
products, specifically rice, to the peo-
ple there.

The Cuban people will eat rice. If we
will not sell it to them, they will get it
elsewhere. Why are we economically
punishing ourselves and our farmers in
the name of punishing Communists in
Cuba?

The Cuban market remained closed
until this body passed the Trade Sanc-
tions Reform and Export Enhancement
Act of 2000. With the reopening man-
dated by this Act, rice sales to Cuba
have grown to $64 million a year. But
now we hear that some want to slash
back this momentous trade for polit-
ical reasons.

The Federal Government announced
it was redefining the definition of
“payment of cash in advance,” a ruling
which could jeopardize future trade.
This bureaucracy is getting in the way
of the law. As Cubans begin looking to
Vietnam, Thailand and for other
sources for rice, I urge colleagues to
cosign H.R. 1339 to further explain in
simple terms to government bureau-
crats that U.S. farmers should be al-
lowed to trade with Cuba on a cash-for-
crop basis.

————

FUNDAMENTAL TAX REFORM
NEEDED

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker,
today in the Committee on Ways and
Means we are holding a hearing on tax
reform. We have a tax system that is
needlessly complicated, inequitable,
and burdensome to the middle class.
We need fundamental tax reform that
reflects the values and the interests of
our middle-class families, not the spe-
cial interests.

President Bush when he announced
the commission said his core principle
is that tax reform should not adversely
affect government revenues. The demo-
cratic core principle of tax reform is it
should not adversely affect the middle
class, not the government. It is the
middle class that is our taxpayer.

In the last 4 years, the Tax Code has
been filled with special breaks for spe-
cial interests. At the same time, the
tax burden has shifted from wealth to
work, form passive dividends to daily
wages.

Madam Speaker, four objectives of
tax reform:
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Take the five different educational
tax breaks for college education and
make it one $3,000 credit per child
going to college.

Second, simplify family credit. Take
the earned income tax credit, the per
child and the dependent care and go
from 20 pages of code down to 12 ques-
tions.

Third, on retirement, bring the 16 dif-
ferent versions of the Tax Code on sav-
ings down to a universal pension.

Madam Speaker, these things would
help the middle class eliminate burden-
some paperwork and eliminate pages
and pages of Tax Code and help the
middle class achieve a middle-class
dream.

——————

DECISIVE ACTION NEEDED ON
DARFUR

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the continued re-
ports of rape, mutilation, killings, and
racism from Darfur, Sudan. The Afri-
can Union, the U.N., the international
community all know what is happening
there. Women are raped and men are
killed.

Our government has called it geno-
cide. The U.N. stopped short of using
that term but has expressed concern.
The fact is the extremist regime in
Khartoum is engaging in an ethnic
cleansing campaign, so-called Arab
Muslims brutalizing and attacking so-
called black Muslims. One 21-year-old
Sudanese woman was attacked by a
group of uniformed men who said,
“You are black people. We want to
wipe you out.”

Madam Speaker, where is our out-
rage? Where is the outrage of the inter-
national community and the U.N.? We
have no excuse because we know what
is happening. The U.N. does not appear
to have the ability to rally the public’s
popular support among its membership
to act decisively because of a few pow-
erful states undermining the process
behind the scenes.

The real question is, does the inter-
national community care enough to go
after the Sudanese government and its
puppet militias? I wish I could say we
do. People are suffering because of our
inaction and inaction of the U.N. and
the international community.

MINORITY WOMEN UNITED
AGAINST JANICE ROGERS BROWN

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, today I
rise in opposition to the confirmation
of Janice Rogers Brown who today will
be debated on the floor of the other
body. Her extreme views are out of
touch with the mainstream and are not
in touch with Americans values. She
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